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Dupin, had published abroad or were still
expounding the doctrine of a royal supremacy
not much less limited than was maintained
by Hooker and Andrewes. The French
bishops obeyed their King with trembling.
Louis, who knew nothing of theology, con-
voked them to Paris in 1682. This Gallican
assembly was intended to resume the attitude
of Constance and to win for itself the authority
of a General Council. Bossuet, the last of
the Church doctors, profoundly Catholic,
but misled by the philosophy of Hobbes*
which on this point he took to be scriptural*
aid an excessive deference to the King,
whom he should have warned against med-
dling with matters too high for him. A
schism appeared to be imminent, and the
Bishop of Meaux preached his masterpiece of
rhetoric on the " Unity of the Church/*
exalting Papal claims, but demanding as if a
novelty that the Holy See should govern by
Canon Law. The bishops subscribed to the
" Four Articles," which rejected utterly the
Pope's power in temporals outside his own
states, and denied that he was infallible ex
cathedra. Louis imposed this declaration
tm the whole French clergy, and even the
Jesuits submitted under constraint. Gal-